Instructors Notes: 

10 metres is a very ambitious target for any low experience jumper, and is not necessarily the key to safe landings. We must look at the IC1 jumper, what they are capable of and what they should be capable of, before moving on to further training. They do not have to be able to perform accuracy competition type approaches onto a target. They are not display jumpers and do not have to regularly jump into different arenas surrounded by a variety of hazards. As all PLAs are clearly defined in the BPA Operations Manual, Section 7, Para 3 and as such should be a minimum of 500m diameter with suitable overshoots on three sides. With that in mind, what they do need to do is to be able to land with reasonable accuracy onto an approved PLA to ensure that they can avoid any hazards on the PLA, including other jumpers. Failing that they must have the ability to achieve controlled landings in any overshoot areas.

A).   To ensure this all jumpers must be trained on the importance of moving to a correct set-up point, prior to landing. The following points should then be stressed.

i).  Landing facing into wind does now NOT have the same priority as before and can be influenced by many factors such as:

ii). When jumping onto a more crowded landing area the risk of injury from a canopy collision is far higher than that of a down wind landing. For this reason all jumpers should, where possible land facing the same direction. 

iii). All canopies are capable of giving a reasonable flare and landing, irrespective of wind conditions.  Jumpers should not be so intent on landing into wind that they are tempted to turn the canopy low to the ground, risking injury.

iv). Above all, priority when landing must be to be UNDER A LEVEL WING.  A level wing can be flown and landed slower than any turning canopy and the instinctive reaction of all jumpers must be to get the canopy level and above them, and not to turn into wind.
B).  When critiquing IC1 landings it may be more effective for the instructor to emphasise the set-up and approach as well as the final result.  The target must be a specific point with the student’s accuracy extended to a reasonable distance, maybe as much as 50 metres diameter.  The instructor should be very critical and not accept any dangerous approaches or poor set-ups, as this is what, if un-checked at this stage, may well develop into poor and dangerous canopy handling in the future.
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